13th WORLD ELECTRONICS FORUM COMMUNIQUE
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November 4-8, 2007

The World Electronics Forum (WEF) is a voluntary gathering of CEOs and Directors of electronics industry associations worldwide.  Founded in 1995, WEF meets annually to discuss major topics of common interest to the various associations, exchange information on services and data and strengthen relations between associations for the benefit and service of our industries.

The 13th annual World Electronics Forum took place in Tel Aviv, Israel from November 4 to November 8, 2007.  The Israeli Association of Electronics and Software Industries (IAESI), the association for the Israeli information, communications technologies (ICT), software and electronics industry, served as host.  40 CEOs and Directors from more than 16 economies, representing five continents, attended the 2007 WEF.

The meeting provided timely and informative updates on the state of the global electronics industry; matters concerning the environment at all stages of the electronics life-cycle; the future of telecommunications; the state of automotive telematics; a broader examination of the role of the ICT and Electronics Associations in our present high tech era (including reports on specific national markets and unique services provided by associations); and information on the Israeli high tech industry.  Major themes and objectives from this session included a reaffirmation of our commitment to green technology and the larger role of the ICT and electronics association in this high tech era. 

Environment
WEF members reaffirm that manufacturers should consider the environment at all stages of production and throughout the entire product life-cycle. Producers should minimize pollution in the manufacturing process, reduce hazardous materials in products and coordination of best practices in this regard, and responsibly manage end-of-life activities.  As in previous WEF gatherings, WEF members concluded that a coordinated global approach to identify strategic opportunities for pollution prevention, energy and resource conservation and end-of-life product management is desirable.

The Role of Associations in the High Tech Era

The rapid pace of innovation and emergence of new technologies, the transition from analog to digital, and the pace of convergence and specialization offer significant opportunities across sectors in the ICT and electronics realm, as well as expanded choice for consumers and economic growth for the industry. 

In view of the challenges and opportunities presented by the evolving high tech environment, WEF members agree that ICT and electronics trade associations play an important and crucial role in providing education (to the consumer, to law makers, and for the enhancement of high tech professionals), and building platforms for individual and competing businesses to come together to exchange information and seek consensus as is required.  Indeed it is incumbent on us all to marshal our respective resources to ensure continued growth and innovation in our industry.

The 14th Annual Meeting of the World Electronics Forum

The next WEF meeting will take place in November 2008 in India.  The hosts of the 14th WEF will be the council of Electronics Hardware Associations (CEHA). 

*  *  *  *  *
The WEF members express sincere appreciation to IAESI for their gracious hospitality, outstanding planning, organization and the conduct of the 13th WEF in Tel Aviv. 

