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The World Electronics Forum (WEF) is a voluntary gathering of CEOs and Directors of electronics industry associations worldwide.  Founded in 1995, WEF meets annually to discuss major topics of common interest to the various associations, exchange information on services and data and strengthen relations between associations for the benefit and service of our industries.  

The host association for this year’s 11th annual forum in London, England was Intellect, the UK's trade association for the information, communications technologies (ICT) and electronics industry.  CEOs and Directors from more than 20 countries attended the WEF from September 14 to September 16, 2005. 

Over the course of three days delegates discussed the trends in the global economic, political and commercial environments in which ICT and electronics companies operate and identified the following areas of specific concern where action is required:
 

Preserving and Promoting Innovation in the ICT Industry

Illustrative of the challenges the global ICT industries face with regard to innovation, delegates noted that indicators of innovation such as R&D levels and patent filings in the European digital industries lagged behind OECD averages and urged increased European support for, and harnessing of the benefits of, the ICT and electronics industry in Europe. 
 

WEF agrees that a positive tax environment, investments in education, and meaningful visa programs that allow for exchanges in learning and expertise, are all predicates for preserving and expanding innovation in the ICT and electronics fields.  Moreover, as will be discussed below, the dynamism of the ICT industry should be effectively harnessed to attract the imagination and cooperation of regulators and lawmakers, the absence of which can result in the stifling of innovation.  

Creating a Positive Regulatory Environment to Meet the Realities of Convergence 

WEF noted that convergence is a rapidly growing trend in ICT in which different network platforms can be used to carry similar kinds of services, such as telephone, television and personal computing capabilities.  As a consequence, some estimate that convergence could result in a $1 trillion shift among industry sectors over the next 5 years.  

While delegates recognize that this trend offers significant opportunities for imaginative partnerships across sectors, expanded choice for consumers, the prospect for innovative delivery of services (such as delivery of healthcare services by television) and economic growth for the industry, such a disruptive force as convergence will potentially lead to new tensions across the value chain.   To effectively manage the convergence process and realise its full benefits and ensure that consumer choice is preserved, delegates agree that every effort must be taken to reach out to regulators and lawmakers to urge that they embrace secure interoperability, consumer choice, and innovation.  

Digital television transition, and modern intellectual property regimes that take into account industry led secure digital rights management technologies and reward innovation are a priority.  In sum, regulators must resist regulating for the past.  

 

Safeguarding the Environment

WEF has consistently stated its support and respect for environmental safeguards, sustainable growth and voluntary, cost-effective measures that facilitate the sector's global competitiveness.  We note that the 8th World Electronics Forum codified a principle of shared responsibility for end-of-life management of used electronics. Shared responsibility involves a voluntary system in which all stakeholders (including designers, producers, governments, suppliers, users and disposers) accept responsibility and participate in a system for end-of-life electronics depending on their particular expertise and role. Business and economic factors will determine the appropriate role for each stakeholder.  

The 11th WEF carried this further with an in-depth discussion of current global trends in environmental regulation – and concluded that a coordinated global approach to identify strategic opportunities for pollution prevention, energy and resource conservation and end-of-life product management is advisable.  

 

Supporting a Pro-Trade Agenda

WEF supports equality of market opportunity and seeks improvement in framework conditions for global trade in its products.  In specific, while recognizing sensitivities in some product areas, WEF supports the successful completion of sectoral negotiations on electronics in the WTO non-agricultural market access (NAMA) negotiations of the Doha Development Round in order to achieve binding commitments in the WTO to eliminate tariff and remove non-tariff barriers on the broadest range of IT/electronics products as possible.    
Future Directions of the Electronics Industry

The next WEF meeting will take place September 2006, in Hong Kong.  The hosts of the 12th WEF will be the Hong Kong Electronic Industries Association.

*  *  *  *  *

WEF delegates extended a vote of appreciation to Intellect UK for hosting the 11th WEF.

