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The World Electronics Forum (WEF) is a voluntary gathering of CEOs and Directors of electronics industries associations worldwide. Founded in 1995, WEF meets annually to discuss major topics of common interests to the various associations, exchange information on services and data and strengthen relations between associations for the benefits and services of our industries.

The 12th World Electronics Forum (WEF) was held in Hong Kong, September 24-27, 2006, and was hosted by the Hong Kong Electronic Industries Association.  Twenty-nine delegates from thirteen countries participated in the meeting. The meeting was highlighted by discussions of the digital world: green manufacturing, energy efficiency, international trade, developments in world markets, and international standards.

The members of the WEF agreed to the following statements and principles, and wish to communicate them to their member governments:

Green Manufacturing

WEF members agree that manufacturers should exercise consideration for the environment at all stages of production and throughout the entire product life-cycle. This should include conserving resources, minimizing and controlling pollutant discharges, increasing energy efficiency and supporting product stewardship initiatives. In addition, manufacturers, vendors, and others involved in the production, distribution and use of products should, whenever feasible, reduce or eliminate the use of materials that could result in environmental impacts. Green manufacturing includes factory design, construction and operations; vendor selection; materials and components; product design, the production process; and, packaging distribution, and the design for end-of-life management. 

Energy Efficiency

The electronics industry has long held a leadership position in energy efficiency through continuous product innovation and the application of technology that vastly increases productivity and efficiently uses resources and energy. 

WEF Members will work cooperatively with each other and their respective governments in the development of industry-led energy efficiency initiatives that complement and support continued innovation, expanded consumer choice, market-driven approaches and enhanced product functionality.

Industry and Government energy efficiency partnerships should reflect the following principles:

· Voluntary initiatives

· Harmonization

· Flexibility

· Cost-effectiveness

· Measurability

· Product differentiation

· Process transparency

· Compliance

Trade

1. The elimination of trade barriers and the expansion of trade deliver direct and indirect benefits to consumers, producers, and governments;

2. Governments should continue to engage in discussion and negotiation aimed at expanding the benefits of trade for all;

3. The Doha Development Agenda in particular offers substantial benefits in agriculture, trade in manufactured goods, and services;

4. WTO member governments should engage in good-faith negotiation to come to a meaningful agreement that delivers the gains promised at the launch of the round;

5. The suspension of WTO negotiations should not hamper the effort to improve worldwide market access for electronic goods, through the reduction or elimination of tariffs;

6. WEF members believe it is important to maintain the current commitment of ITA and to work with industry to update product coverage. 

The WEF members express sincere appreciation to HKEIA for their gracious hospitality, outstanding planning, organization and the conduct of the 12th WEF in Hong Kong. 

The 13th WEF will be held on November 4-8, 2007, in Tel Aviv, Israel and will be hosted by the Israel Association of Electronics & Software Industries. The WEF interim meetings will be held on January 9, 2007 at the International CES in Las Vegas, Nevada (USA), and on July 7, 2007 at the SINOCES in Qingdao, China.

WEF decided to accept the invitation of the Australian Government through the Standards and Conformance Sub-committee of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) to participate in an industry-led meeting on the topic of Green Manufacturing to be held in North Queensland, Australia in late June 2007.
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